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talked on the subject in such terms as might have shocked him ' ; or he might have been forced to appear in their eyes a narrow - minded man. The gentleman, with submissive deference, said, he had only hinted at the question from a desire to hear Dr. Johnson's opinion upon it. JOHNSON. ' Why then, Sir, I think that permitting men to preach any opinion contrary to the doctrine of the established church tends, in a certain degree, to lessen the authority of the church, and consequently, to lessen the influence of religion.' ' It may be considered, (said the gentleman,) whether it would not be politick to tolerate in such a case.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, we have been talking of right : this is another question. I think it is not politick to tolerate in such a case.'
Though he did not think it fit that so aweful a subject should be introduced in a mixed company, and therefore at this time waved the theological question ; yet his own orthodox belief in the sacred mystery -of the TRINITY is evinced beyond doubt, by the following passage in his private devotions :
'O LORD, hear my prayer [prayers], for JESUS CHRIST'S sake; to whom with thee and the HOLY GHOST, three persons and one GOD, be all honour and glory, world without end, Amen V
BOSWELL. 'Pray, Mr. Dilly, how does Dr. Leland's8 History of Ireland sell ?' JOHNSON, (bursting forth with a generous indignation.) 'The Irish are in a most unnatural state; for we see there the minority prevailing over the majority*. There is no instance, even in the ten persecutions 5, of such
, April 28, 1783. 2 Pr. and Med. p. 40.    BOSWELL. 8 See ante, i. 566.
. * 'In England/ wrote Burke, 'the Roman Catholics are a sect: in Ireland they are a nation.'    Burke's Corres. iv. 89.
6 ' The celebrated number of ten persecutions has been determined by the ecclesiastical writers of the fifth century, who possessed a more distinct view of the prosperous or adverse fortunes of the church, from the age of Nero to that of Diocletian. The ingenious parallels
severity
tL...   i.». Ati^. 22, 1773, and from Johnson's letters of July 5, 1773, July 5- r/*/4. ;»M Jan. 21, 1775,
